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PASTORAL LETTER – 29 MAY 2020 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers 

The Moderamen of URCSA Cape Regional Synod took note of the announcement made by President 

Cyril Ramaphosa on 26 May 2020 that places of worship may open from 1 June 2020. The Moderamen 

supports the call of the President for a national day of prayer on Sunday, 31 May 2020.  

However, the Moderamen would like to emphasise the following: 

• The pandemic has not been averted and the virus has not disappeared. 

• The peak of the infection has not been reached, this will according to health projections 

happen over the next few months. 

• Three (Buffalo City, Nelson Mandela Bay, Cape Town) of the seven metros and three 

(West Coat, Overberg, Cape Winelands, and Chris Hani) of the five districts that has been 

declared as hotspots are within our Synod 

• The purpose of the lockdown was to disrupt the chain of transmission and the severity 

of the infection on the population. 

• The lockdown provided time for the state to prepare itself to manage the most difficult 

infections. 

We are conscious of the impact that the lockdown has on the economies of families and local 

communities, with growing levels of poverty, food insecurity and levels of inequality steadily 

increasing. 

THE SOBERING REALITIES, however, are the following: 

• The responsibility of health, safety and vigilance has shifted from the State to the Church and 

the citizen or the member of the congregation 

• People are getting ill, people are dying, the ‘enemy’ is real, and this enemy one can fight 

because it is present even though it is not visible. But we cannot let our guard down.  

• The church council is entrusted with the management, supervision and discipline of the 

congregation.  

• To open the church building for services will be the responsibility of the local church council 

and the congregation. 

• Ministers and Support Staff should not be put in harms way. Especially those with underlying 

illnesses or any other condition that could threaten their lives.  

• Think through the consequences when you consider opening the church building 
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OUR THEOLOGY IS GROUNDED in the Word of God that calls on us to be our neighbour’s 

carer, provider, protector, healer – As God accompanies, we are called to become a body of 

accompanying believers in the world for the world to the glory of our Creator God.  

Our theological approach is we SEE, we JUDGE, we ACT.  

The Reality – we SEE,  

Critical Reflection – we JUDGE (that includes enquiring from scripture and the Confessions)  

Responsive – we ACT  

Congregations are called to SEE the reality of the pandemic. Congregations are called to JUDGE the 

reality of the pandemic on lives. Congregation are called to ACT responsibly on this present reality. 

The Moderamen would like to encourage church councils and congregations to:  

• Focus on saving lives and serving community  

• Communicate a sobering and comforting message  

• Not lower the guard but rather increase vigilance 

• Increase Education on health and safety  

• Actively promote the continuation of virtual ministry 

• Actively promote the ministry of pastoral and community care 

• Form a local COVID-19 Response Team to lead the response of the congregation. 

Where a church council considers opening the church building for worship, the real questions up front 

remains –  

What happens if virus is detected in church? Do we have all the necessary health protocols and social 

distancing measures in place? Are we providing enough time for preparation? And how can we 

develop weekly guidance  and communication?  

There are no simple answers to this or guidelines that can spell out or allay fears. It is important to 

follow simple baby steps as we navigate our way into the new unknown, as believers with God guiding 

all of creation. 

Our synodical ministries are working on detailed guidelines and this will be forwarded to 

congregations as a toolkit. There is a tremendous amount of resources that have been made available 

to congregations to assist in securing food and support to needy communities. The synodical ministries 

are continuously working  to assist in and providing more guidance and information to the local 

congregation.  

 

So, as we contemplate the enormous responsibility, where the health and lives of people are 

our responsibility we caution church councils to SEE the reality of the pandemic, to JUDGE 

the reality of the pandemic on lives and to ACT responsibly.  

May the Lord grant you the wisdom and strength that is needed during this time.  
 
 
Regards 
The Moderamen 
URCSA Cape Regional Synod 


