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The Cape Regional Synod of the Uniting Reformed Church of Southern Africa (URCSA) 
mourns the passing of one of South Africa’s spiritual leaders - Oom Chris Wessels.  
 
Oom Chris, the Moravian and Reformed churches were brought closer together through your 
inter-connecting and pervasive presence working alongside our brave church fathers such as 
the late Oom Chris Loff, the late Oom Hannes Adonis, the late James Buys, Oom Daan Cloete 
and Dr Allan Boesak, as well as many other men and women of conviction in both churches 
and across ecumenical gatherings.  
You made it easier for many of us to embrace ecumenism. You allowed the younger 
generations of church leaders to straddle the paths of being witnesses to the truth in very 
difficult times and spaces. Liberation theology, Peoples theology, Black theology were not 
academic concepts you coined but real experiences you lived. You were there when the 
Belhar Confession was accepted, you were there when the Dutch Reformed Mission Church 
and the Dutch Reformed Church of Africa united - simply because our journey was your 
journey, our struggle was your struggle and the church's breaking out of bondage was also a 
freeing of a nation breaking free from the snares of the ghastly apartheid and slavery… and 
yet, through it all, you were simply you:  
 
Brave in the midst of fear, 
humble in the midst of adversity, 
pure in the midst of impurity, 
righteous in the midst of injustice, 
calm in the midst of chaos, 
wise in the midst of foolishness, 
comforter in the midst of mourning,  
counselor in the midst of confusion. 
 
Throughout the 70s, 80s and 90s you were holding a light in the midst of darkness, providing 
hope in the midst of hopelessness, and offering direction helping us not to lose our path. And 
as we entered the new millennium, you remain the pastor who provided calm in the midst of 
impatience.  
You were a child of the soil, but also a man of the universe.  You were willing to spill blood in 
the trenches, and always present to dry the wounds of so many others.  
 
In remembering Oom Chris, we are reminded that pastoring is walking with the community, 
being with the lowly, embracing the path of justice, touching the wounds of the wounded, 
cuddling the little child and honouring its innocence, caring for the widow, the orphan, the 
stranger, and visiting prisoners. 
In remembering Oom Chris, we are reminded that ministry is a sacrificial offering made to the 
universal church, even more it is an offering made to stand in service of all of humanity. 
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In remembering Oom Chris, we are reminded that the we cannot be rejected, even though the 
fallacy of the missions were to make us rejected daughters 
In remembering oom Chris, we are reminded that walls that divide can be broken, freeing us 
and enabling us to take up the baton of justice and decency and honesty. 
In remembering Oom Chris, we are reminded of battles that were waged, conversations that 
were held, newness that was sought to liberate and to set free. 
In remembering Oom Chris, we are reminded that we CAN be brave and courageous – we 
cán witness differently – we cán provide a new compass of morality – we cán stand tall in the 
company of comrades, we cán connect blurred lines across the multiplicity of identities as we 
continue to be witnesses of justice, unity, love, hope and reconciliation.  
In remembering Oom Chris, we are reminded that the universe is nothing more than the foot 
stool of our Lord. 
 
Rest Well, Man of God. 
 
Ma Nabs and children Uta, Thandi, Christopher, Katerina, Esther, Mortimer and all the 
grandchildren, receive our deepest and sincerest condolences. We continue to journey with 
you in this time of bereavement as you prepare to lay his earthly body to rest. May you 
experience the comforting presence of God in a special way. 
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